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Draft minutes 21st Advisory Group (AG) meeting of the Group of 
Notified Bodies (GNB) for the Construction Products Directive 
(CPD) 
Prague, 13 March 2007 at TZÚS  
 

Chair:  Mr J Sobola (TZÚS) - President of the Group of Notified Bodies for the CPD 

Attendees: 
Members 
AU Mr W Höhnl ÖN - Österreichisches Normunginstitut 
BE Dr C Bleiman CRIC  
CZ Mrs J Curdova TZÚS - Technical and Test Institute for Construction 
 Mr J Pobis TZÚS - Technical and Test Institute for Construction 
DE Prof. M Geirloff  DIBt - Deutsches Institut für Bautechnik 
 Mr Lutz Gerlach  Universität Karlsruhe (TH) 
DK Mr D Bluhme DIFT 
ES Mr R Pascual AENOR 
FI Mrs L Rautiainen VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland 
FR Mr Y Lemoigne CSTB  
IC Mr H Olafsson IBRI  
IR Mr F O'Byrne NSAI 
IT Mr R Vinci ITC-CNR 
LT Dr A Zukas SPSC 
NO Mr J Karlsen KR - Kontrollrådet for Betongprodukter 
PL Dr J Fangrat ITB 
PT Mr P Pontífice LNEC 
SE Mr P Bengtsson SITAC AB 
SK Mr R Kyŝka TSÚS 
SL Mr M Japelj ZAG Ljubljana - Nat. Building & Civil Engineering Inst.  
UK Mr J Rigg BSI 
 
 
Observers and guests 
EOTA Mr P Caluwaerts EOTA 
UEPC Mr J Haynes NHBC 
IT Mr A Tinburri  Italian Ministry of the Interior 
CPD TechSec Mr C Newman FBE Management Limited 
 Mr P Corkish FBE Management Limited 
Admin Sec   Mrs S Simon ECTA 
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Apologies: 
CEC Mr R Klein European Commission - DG Enterprise and Industry 
CEC Mr G Katsarakis European Commission - DG Enterprise and Industry 
CY Mr K Kouros Ministry of the Interior 
LU Mr G Scharfe Laboratoire des Ponts et Chaussées 
LV Mr U Rekners BBANC 
NL Mrs C Bekker SBK - Stichting Bouwkwaliteit 
FIEC Mr J Goodall FIEC 
NORMAPME Dr L Gourtsoyannis  NORMAPME  
 

1 Welcome and introduction 
The President introduced himself as the new GNB-CPD President, and his two colleagues Mrs Jana Curdova 
and Mr Jozef Pobis as the new Full and Alternate members for the Czech Republic. 

No-one from the Commission attended the meeting.  Mr Klein and Mr Katsarakis sent their apologies, and 
stated that they still considered the GNB-CPD important. 
 

2 Approval of the draft Agenda NB-CPD/07/257r3 
The draft agenda was approved. 
 

3 Draft Minutes of 20th Advisory Group meeting NB-CPD/06/242 
No comments or requests for changes were received and the minutes were accepted. 
 

CONCLUSION - Minutes approved. 
 

4 Matters arising from minutes not dealt with on the Agenda and 
actions still outstanding after 20th Advisory Group meeting  
  NB-CPD/07/259 

The only action on CPD TechSec that has not been completed and does not appear elsewhere on the 
Agenda is item 8E, uploading a revised FAQ document.  Our new President decided it would not be 
appropriate to post these on a website, due to possible liabilities.  CPD TechSec will retain the FAQs and their 
answers as a resource for answering individual questions that might be submitted.  Questions that are posed 
frequently, and their answers, may be consolidated into Advisory Group position papers. 
 

5 Dates of next meetings 
CONCLUSION - The next (22nd) GNB-CPD AG meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 2 October 

2007, and will be held in Brussels. 
 - The 23rd GNB-CPD AG meeting was set provisionally for Tuesday 11 March 

2008, and will be probably be held in Prague. 
 

6 Report on SCC and Commission matters  

6A Clarifying Commission responsibilities 
Some of the actions minuted under item 6A arose during discussion of subsequent parts of item 6. 

 Page 2 of 11 



No-one was present to represent the Commission.  The President had written to the Commission asking who 
is now responsible for areas relating to the GNB-CPD.  He has not received an answer, but understands that 
Mr Katsarakis is to be responsible at least temporarily.  He has arranged to meet Mr Klein and Mr Katsarakis 
25 April 2007, and will ask about responsibilities at the meeting. 

ACTION - GNB-CPD President to ask, either at the next SCC meeting, 19/20 April 2007, or 
at his meeting with the Commission 25 April 2007, for the minutes of SCC 
meetings to be made available shortly after each meeting. 

 - GNB-CPD President to ask the Commission about GNB-CPD responsibilities at 
the meeting 25 April 2007. 

 - CPD TechSec to compile a list of issues that the GNB-CPD needs the 
Commission to resolve, in the form of an official letter requesting a reply in 
writing, and circulate it for comment. 

 - GNB-CPD President to send the letter and raise the issues with the Commission 
at their meeting. 

 

6B Revision of the New and Global Approach  NB-CPD/07/266 & 266a-f 
The President gave a presentation on the revision of the New and Global Approach, to be uploaded as 
NB-CPD/07/270, which gives key points of the proposals.  He stated that no discussion of this issue was 
permitted at Preparatory Group (PG) as the Commission’s Construction Unit is not preparing the New 
Approach proposals.  EUROLAB has represented NBs in discussions.  The position has changed dramatically 
since Mr Leoz-Argüelles spoke at the previous GNB-CPD meeting.  It is now expected that the CPD will be 
included in the revised legislation for the New and Global Approach.  The key proposal is Commission 
document COM(2007) 53 final “Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on a 
common framework for the marketing of products”, uploaded as NB-CPD/07/266f.  Discussion indicated a 
range of concerns, although the proposals should bring improvements in some areas such as market 
surveillance. 

 

CONCLUSION - The GNB-CPD needs to respond and should do so quickly.  The GNB-CPD 
should seek common ground with groups such as NORMAPME, FIEC and 
designers. 

 

ACTIONS - CPD TechSec to upload presentation NB-CPD/07/270 on CIRCA. 
 - CPD TechSec to find who is the appropriate contact in the Commission on the 

New Approach for the President to write to. 
 - AG members to circulate the proposals nationally. 
 - AG members to email their proposals towards a GNB-CPD document to CPD 

TechSec by 30 March 2007. 
 - CPD TechSec to draft a document for discussion, with GNB-CPD President, in 

the form of an official letter, by 5 April 2007, for circulation amongst AG members 
prior to submission to the Commission, and circulation to industry 
representatives, etc. 

 - President to discuss representations on the New Approach with NORMAPME, 
FIEC, etc at suitable opportunities.  

 

6C Study on the effectiveness of the CPD NB-CPD/07/268 
The President introduced discussion on the PRC report on its study on the effectiveness of the CPD 
(uploaded on CIRCA as NB-CPD/07/264a-c).  There was the widespread agreement that the report 
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misrepresented NBs and the value of third party approvals.  Although the Commission is no longer seeking an 
acceptable final version of the report, members were concerned that the last version of the report might 
reappear in future.  NB-CPD/07/268 was considered not to be sufficiently critical of the report. 

ACTION - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/07/268 with an introduction that states that in 
the GNB-CPD’s opinion the conclusions of the PRC report with respect to NBs 
are not substantiated and so are misleading, for submission to the Commission 
by the GNB President. 

 

6D NANDO – notification matters - notification for calculation 
Mrs Ima Gómez López had written to the President announcing that although she no longer worked in the 
Commission’s Construction Unit, she was still operating the NANDO database, and would assist if necessary.   

The President and members had serious concerns with the current NANDO system.  There is no process for 
removing out-of-date notifications unless the NB needs to update other notifications, when the system 
recognizes existing errors.  The current system is not helpful for users seeking NBs for particular tasks, or 
searching which tasks a particular body is notified for.  Many of the problems arise because the system shows 
bodies notified to a standard, but does not indicate which particular tests under that standard the body is 
notified for.   

ACTIONS - Members to email their proposals for improvements required to NANDO to CPD 
TechSec by 30 March 2007. 

 - CPD TechSec to consolidate proposals for the President’s meeting with the 
Commission 25 April 2007. 

 

6E Interpretation of attestation of conformity systems (SCC) 
This item was addressed after item 6C. 

The Commission has not responded to the GNB-CPD’s comments on Commission paper CONSTRUCT 
06/761, given in NB-CPD/06/246 which includes CONSTRUCT 06/761.  The issues were not discussed at 
PG.  

ACTIONS - CPD TechSec to distribute CONSTRUCT 06/761 to SG officials, requesting them 
where needed to prepare position papers to achieve equivalent working in line 
with CONSTRUCT 06/761 to standards with cumulative AoC levels. 

 - President to press the Commission to maintain the requirement for a 
manufacturer’s declaration of conformity under all AoC systems, and for SCC to 
resolve the issue of cumulative AoC levels at their meeting 25 April 2007. 

 

6F Article 5(1) cases 
This item was taken with 6A in a report by the President on the PG meeting. 

The Commission has confirmed that burglary resistance is not a requirement within the CPD and thus is not in 
the harmonized parts of the standards. 

The Commission is preparing draft decisions to withdraw the following standards at the request of individual 
Member States although most other Member States oppose this, because the Commission does not have a 
more flexible tool than withdrawal: 

• EN 494:2004 “Fibre-cement profiled sheets and fittings - Product specification and test methods”; 

• EN 1457:1999 “Chimneys - Clay/Ceramic Flue Liners - Requirements and test methods”  
EN 1857:2003 “Chimneys - Components - Concrete flue liners” 

Member States also gave early warning of concerns with the following standards: 
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• EN 14716 Stretched ceilings  (Sweden) 

• EN 10138-1 Prestressing steels  (Germany) 

• EN 858-1 Separator systems for light liquids,  
EN 1334 Plastic tanks for above ground storage of domestic heating oils &  
EN 14041 Resilient, textile and laminate floor coverings  (France) 

• EN 1341 Stone paving slabs,  
EN 1342 Stone paving setts,  
EN 1343 Stone paving kerbs,  
EN 12591 Paving grade bitumens,  
EN 1090-1 Steel and aluminium structural components  (Finland) 

• EN 14604 Smoke alarm devices  (France)  

• EN 14081-1 Strength graded structural timber  (France, Belgium & Austria) 

 

7 Development of AG guidance and agreed viewpoint 

7A Rebranding and sub-contract manufacture NB-CPD/06/217r2 
Peter Corkish introduced the revised draft AG position paper on rebranding and sub-contract manufacture.  
Several Sector Groups have been seeking guidance on this issue.  After much discussion it was resolved that 
AG should provide guidance.  However, §6, giving guidance on subcontracting arrangements between NBs, 
should be removed from the paper, either to be omitted or considered for a further position paper.   

Mr Vinci requested that it be minuted that AG was agreed that all NBs should follow good practice in this area. 

ACTIONS - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular passages of 
NB-CPD/06/217r2 to CPD TechSec by 31 March 2007.  

 - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/217r2 without §6, consult with the President, 
and then present the revised draft on CIRCA or for the next AG meeting. 

 

7B Minimum and recommended ITT report content and GNB model test 
report NB-CPD/06/214r1 

Chris Newman introduced the revised draft AG position paper giving minimum and recommended ITT report 
content, and a model text report.  After discussion it was agreed that CPD TechSec should continue to 
develop the paper.  §2.3 should be modified to indicate that the test laboratory is not normally responsible for 
sampling, unless the task had been delegated to it.  It should be more clear that the model test report is an 
example for guidance; NBs should always follow any guidance in the standards they are working to.  If the 
standards give no guidance NBs remain free to produce reports in a different format to the model provided 
they include the required content. 

ACTIONS - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular passages of 
NB-CPD/06/214r1, and in particular any conflicts seen between the minimum 
content (§1) and the combined requirements of EN ISO/IEC17025 and GP ‘K’, to 
CPD TechSec by 31 March 2007.  

 - CPD TechSec to redraft the paper, consult with the President, and then present 
the revised draft on CIRCA or for the next AG meeting. 

 

7C GNB model inspection report NB-CPD/06/215r2 
Chris Newman introduced the revised draft AG position paper giving a model inspection report.  After 
discussion it was agreed that CPD TechSec should continue to develop the paper.  It should be more clear 
that the model inspection report is an example for guidance; NBs should always follow any guidance in the 
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standards they are working to.  If the standards give no guidance NBs remain free to produce reports in a 
different format to the model. 

Mr Höhnl requested that CPD TechSec circulate the existing checklist.  CPD TechSec assume this is a 
reverence to the published AG position paper NB-CPD/AG/03/004 “Checklists for initial inspection of factory 
and factory production control and continuous surveillance of factory production control” referred to in 
NB-CPD/06/215r2. 

ACTIONS - CPD TechSec to request Sector Groups referring to deviations from FPC in their 
position papers to follow the terminology of the guidance on EN 45012, 
EA-7/01rev02: 2003 (or any EA Guidelines that might supersede EA-7 and apply 
to EN ISO/IEC 17021). 

 - CPD TechSec to circulate NB-CPD/AG/03/004 to AG members. 
 - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular passages of 

NB-CPD/06/215r2 to CPD TechSec by 31 March 2007.  
 - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/215r2, consult with the President, and then 

present the revised draft on CIRCA or for the next AG meeting. 

 

7D The consequences for NBs of corrigenda, amendments and 
revisions to harmonized European standards NB-CPD/06/213r1 

Chris Newman introduced the revised draft AG position paper on the consequences for NBs of corrigenda, 
amendments and revisions to harmonized European standards.  During the discussion, it was agreed that, 
contrary to the previous majority opinion followed by NB-CPD/06/213r1, NBs shall revise their certificates 
whenever the latest version of a harmonized standard cited in the OJ changes, whether the change is due to 
a revision, amendment or corrigendum. 

ACTIONS - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular passages of 
NB-CPD/06/213r1 to CPD TechSec by 31 March 2007. 

 - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/213r1, consult with the President, and then 
present the revised draft on CIRCA or for the next AG meeting. 

 

7E Report and demonstration of GNB-CPD Test Website 
 NB-CPD/07/258 

Dr Peter Corkish introduced the GNB-CPD website and showed key pages from the site including a simplified 
implementation of the monitoring tool on the GNB-CPD Test Website.  Currently a little used spreadsheet 
version has been available on CIRCA for several years.  CPD TechSec stated that the current effort to 
maintain the spreadsheet version of the monitoring tool was disproportionate to the use being made of the tool 
by GNB-CPD members.  To develop and maintain the tool for widespread use means using the GNB-CPD 
website and this would require much of the resources of CPD TechSec and could not be justified.  CPD 
TechSec sought agreement from AG that the current monitoring tool is dropped, and that effort is directed 
instead to developing a reporting and planning tool on the work of SGs – no objections were raised. 

ACTIONS - CPD TechSec to stop updating the current monitoring tool on CIRCA 
(spreadsheet NB-CPD/M04) and developing the simplified version for the GNB-
CPD website, and develop the current SG reporting tool NB-CPD/M03 to more fully plan 
and report on the work of SGs. 

 - Members to submit comments on the on the GNB-CPD test website 
http://www.bre.co.uk/gnbcpd_test by 5th April 2007 to CPD TechSec 
(corkishp@bre.co.uk) 
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8 SG Matters NB-CPD/07/263 and NB-CPD/M03 Feb 2007 
Dr Peter Corkish introduced the items 8A and 8B together.  CPD TechSec said they had concerns that the 
level of scrutiny of the papers, other than by CPD TechSec, was now less than before because of the larger 
number of papers AG members were expected to read and that because CEN consultants were less likely to 
read and comment on the papers.  To address this CPD TechSec suggested the following, to which there 
were no objections: 

• CPD TechSec to study more closely the papers before they are sent out and to highlight potentially 
contentious matters for AG members; 

• AG members should (continue to) consult with NBs and others in their country to ensure that their views 
were discussed and accommodated in the papers, and; 

• CPD TechSec should have greater discretion to approve revised papers on behalf of AG without them 
having to be formally circulated to AG members - ie either papers already approved which the SG 
wishes to change and matters are not contentious, or those already commented on by AG members 
and returned to SGs for changes. 

ACTION - CPD TechSec to exercise more discretion in approving, on behalf of AG and 
without circulation, non-contentious revisions to papers and papers which 
address matters AG has previously commented on. 

 

9 National Mirror Group Matters 
 NB-CPD/06/237r1 

France reported, amongst other matters, that a few SGs were dominated by industry representatives.  CPD 
TechSec said they were aware that in one or two SGs the number of associates (industry associations and 
CEN/TC liaisons) out-numbered the number of NBs attending the SG meetings and that so far this had not 
resulted in guidance papers which reflected undue pressure/bias, but it was a situation that needed monitoring 
and discreet intervention when suspected. 

The paper (NB-CPD/06/237r1) from the UK National Mirror Group was briefly discussed. It highlight conflicts 
between GP M and current GNB guidance NB/CPD/AG/03/005 regarding testing using the facilities of the 
manufacturer.  It was agreed that the GNB guidance should not conflict with GP M, but it should not seek to 
encourage the use of manufacturer’s facilities where it can be avoided and more reliable testing be 
undertaken using the facilities of the NB. 

ACTION - CPD TechSec to look at NB/CPD/AG/03/005 to see if changes are possible. 
 

10 EOTA matters  NB/CPD/07/260 to 263 
Mr Paul Caluwaerts reported that EOTA had no specific problems to raise with the GNB-CPD. 

 

11 CEN matters NB-CPD/M09 
There was no CEN representative at the meeting and no CEN matters were raised by those attending. 

 

12 Any other business 

12A FPC of glass cut to size by authorized representatives 
 NB-CPD/07/267r1 

There was no discussion of the matter and AG members were asked to respond by email to CPD TechSec by 
5 April 2007. 
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ACTION - AG members were asked to email any comments on the proposed response to CPD 
TechSec by 5 April 2007. 

 

12B Call for research ideas in support of standardization 
 NB-CPD/07/267r1 

The President suggested that more research was needed to support Eurocodes and work towards 
harmonising building regulations.  France suggested research to support control of conformity of product. 

ACTION - AG members were asked to respond by email to the President and CPD TechSec by 5 

April 2007. 

 

12C Other matters 
At the start of the meeting, France raised the matter of Construct 06/761 which raised many significant 
matters regarding the CPD including that GPs had no legal significance.  The President responded saying that 
there had been no further developments regarding the paper and that the forthcoming SCC meeting on 19 
and 20 April may see developments.  The legal position of GPs and GNB-CPD position papers has not 
changed, ie they are administrative ways agreed between MSs to implement common understandings and 
requirements of the CPD. 
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Annex 1 - Actions arising from minutes of the 21st AG meeting 
By whom 21st 

Agenda 
item

 
 

Action 

Administrative 
Secretariat 

5 - • The next (22nd) GNB-CPD AG meeting was confirmed as 
Tuesday 2 October 2007, and will be held in Brussels. 

• The 23rd GNB-CPD AG meeting was set provisionally for 
Tuesday 11 March 2008, and will be probably be held in 
Prague. 

AG members 6B - AG members to circulate the New Approach proposals nationally. 

  - AG members to email their proposals towards a GNB-CPD 
document on the New Approach proposals to CPD TechSec by 
30 March 2007. 

 6D - Members to email their proposals for improvements required to 
NANDO to CPD TechSec by 30 March 2007. 

 7A - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular 
passages of NB-CPD/06/217r2 to CPD TechSec by 31 March 
2007. 

 7B - Members to submit any concerns regarding particular passages 
of NB-CPD/06/214r1, and in particular any conflicts seen between 
the minimum content (§1) and the combined requirements of EN 
ISO/IEC17025 and GP ‘K’, to CPD TechSec by 31 March 2007. 

 7C - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular 
passages of NB-CPD/06/215r2 to CPD TechSec by 31 March 
2007. 

 7D - Members to submit any proposals for changes to particular 
passages of NB-CPD/06/213r1 to CPD TechSec by 31 March 
2007. 

 7E - Members to submit comments on the on the GNB-CPD test 
website http://www.bre.co.uk/gnbcpd_test by 5th April 2007 to 
CPD TechSec (corkishp@bre.co.uk) 

 12A - AG members to send any comments on the proposed response to 
NB-CPD/07/267r1 to CPD TechSec by 5 April 2007. 

 12B - AG members to send any suggestions for research projects to the 
President and CPD TechSec by 5 April 2007. 

CPD TechSec  6A - CPD TechSec to compile a list of issues that the GNB-CPD needs 
the Commission to resolve, in the form of an official letter 
requesting a reply in writing, and circulate it for comment. 

 6B - CPD TechSec to upload presentation NB-CPD/07/270 on the 
New Approach to CIRCA. 

Uploaded to 21st meeting folder 20 March 2007 

  - CPD TechSec to find who is the appropriate contact in the 
Commission on the New Approach for the President to write to. 

 6D - CPD TechSec to consolidate proposals for improvements to 
NANDO for the President’s meeting with the Commission 25 April 
2008. 
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By whom 21st 
Agenda 
item

 
 

Action 

CPD TechSec 6E - CPD TechSec to distribute CONSTRUCT 06/761 to SG officials, 
requesting them where needed to prepare position papers to 
achieve equivalent working in line with CONSTRUCT 06/761 to 
standards with cumulative AoC levels. 

 7A - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/217r2 without §6, consult 
with the President, and then present the revised draft on CIRCA 
or for the next AG meeting. 

 7B - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/214r1, consult with the 
President, and then present the revised draft on CIRCA or for the 
next AG meeting. 

 7C - CPD TechSec to request Sector Groups referring to deviations 
from FPC in their position papers to follow the terminology of the 
guidance on EN 45012, EA-7/01rev02: 2003 (or any EA 
Guidelines that might supersede EA-7 and apply to EN ISO/IEC 
17021). 

  - CPD TechSec to circulate NB-CPD/AG/03/004 to AG members. 
Uploaded to 21st meeting folder as NB-CPD/07/273  

16 March 2007. 

  - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/215r2, consult with the 
President, and then present the revised draft on CIRCA or for the 
next AG meeting. 

 7D - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/06/213r1, consult with the 
President, and then present the revised draft on CIRCA or for the 
next AG meeting. 

 7E - CPD TechSec to stop updating the current monitoring tool on 
CIRCA (spreadsheet NB-CPD/M04) and developing the simplified 
version for the GNB-CPD website, and develop the current SG 
reporting tool NB-CPD/M03 to more fully plan and report on the 
work of SGs. 

 8 - CPD TechSec to exercise more discretion in approving, on behalf 
of AG and without circulation, non-contentious revisions to papers 
and papers which address matters AG has previously commented 
on. 

 9 - CPD TechSec to look at Position Paper NB/CPD/AG/03/005 to 
see if changes are possible to align it better with GP ‘M’. 

CPD TechSec 
and GNB-CPD 
President 

6B - CPD TechSec to draft a document for discussion on the New 
Approach proposals, with GNB-CPD President, in the form of an 
official letter, by 5 April 2007, for circulation amongst AG 
members prior to submission to the Commission, and circulation 
to industry representatives, etc. 

 6C - CPD TechSec to redraft NB-CPD/07/268 with an introduction that 
states that in the GNB-CPD’s opinion the conclusions of the PRC 
report with respect to NBs are not substantiated and so are 
misleading, for submission to the Commission by the GNB 
President. 
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By whom 21st 
Agenda 
item

 
 

Action 

GNB President 6A - GNB-CPD President to ask, either at the next SCC meeting, 
19/20 April 2007, or at his meeting with the Commission 25 April 
2007, for the minutes of SCC meetings to be made available 
shortly after each meeting. 

  - GNB-CPD President to ask the Commission, at the meeting 25 
April 2007, who there has responsibilities for the GNB-CPD. 

  - GNB-CPD President to send the letter on issues for the 
Commission to resolve, and raise the issues with the Commission 
at their meeting. 

 6B - President to discuss representations on the New Approach with 
NORMAPME, FIEC, etc at suitable opportunities.  

 6E - President to press the Commission to maintain the requirement 
for a manufacturer’s declaration of conformity under all AoC 
systems, and for SCC to resolve the issue of cumulative AoC 
levels at their meeting 25 April 2008. 
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